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The National Council. 



The next council will probably meet 
at Chicago early this summer. On this 
assumption, there are several points that 
ought to occupy the serious attention of 
the chapters, and there is not much time 
for consideration, especially in those in- 
stitutions where the Convocation comes 
early and where there is no Summer 
School. Chief among the questions to 
be considered, it seems to me, is a clear 
understanding and definition of the pow- 
ers of the Executive Committee of the 
Council and of the Chapters themselves. 
To illustrate my point: About the first 
thing the Executive Committee was 
asked to do was to permit a Chapter to 
elect two honorary members, in addition 
to those permitted by the Constitution. 
Another Chapter calmly informed the 
Executive Committee that the rule mak- 
ing faculty members ineligible to active 
membership would be "held in abeyance" 
until the next Council meeting. I sub- 
mit that the working forces of the Fra- 
ternity are divided into two parts, the 
Legislature, or the National Council, and 
the Executive, or the Executive Com- 
mittee. The laws once made by the 
Council, there remains for the Executive 
Committee only the duty and power to 
enforce them. 

The proper action in these two cases 



would have been to abide by the rules, 
whether as a Chapter we agreed with 
their wisdom, or not, and then in a regu- 
lar and legal way, to have the law chang- 
ed. It savors to me too much of secession 
spirit, calmly to announce "we will hold 
that rule in abeyance," and shows an un- 
fortunately characteristic American dis- 
regard for law in general, to request 
special privileges as soon as a situation 
is not quite to our liking. 

Another, and much broader question 
is the constitution as a whole. There has 
been opposition to a number of points, 
on the part of various chapters and it 
were well that, to this end, their dele- 
gates be sent to the council with very 
definite instructions covering these 
points. There is no space here to dis- 
cuss these individually, and no doubt the 
Chapters are sending in to the National 
Secretary the questions they wish 
brought before the Council, so that he 
may make a list of them, and send them 
to each Chapter. It might be better, 
since the time is so short, for each chap- 
ter to send to every other Chapter, their 
proposed list. A thorough point is, that 
all proposed legislation should be previ- 
ously known to all the Chapters, and that 
unless it is so known, some means should 
be provided whereby it may become op- 
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erative, either by a referendum vote to 
be in the bounds of the National Officers 
by a certain time, or, that it may be held 
in abeyance for a year and then, unless 
there is definite objection raised by a cer- 
tain proportion of the Chapters, it may 
automatically become part of our law. 

That the work of the Council may be 
carried on intelligently along any of 
these lines it is imperative that the dele- 
gates and the Chapters they represent, 
should make themselves thoroughly ac- 



quainted with the Constitution as it now 
stands, and have in mind the changes 
they wish made to meet their ideas, and 
also the means to bring these changes 
about. 

And finally, I want to make the point 
that, in a democrative institution, laws 
are largely if not wholly the result of 
conspicuousness, and it is with that spirit 
that we must meet this summer. 

F. W. Schacht, 
National President. 



From the National Secretary 
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After considerable preliminary corre- 
spondence extending over several 
months, the petition of the group at the 
University of Pennsylvania for a char- 
ter to establish an active Chapter of 
Phi Delta Kappa was sent in on April 4, 
1916. It contained the following names : 
Frank P. Graves** A. Duncan Yocum* 
Arthur J, Jones* Ambrose L. Suhrie* 
Harlan Updegraff* John H. Minnick** 
Armin L. Saeger** Armin L. Saeger** 
Charles L. Harlan** H. J. Humpstone 
Samuel H. Ziegler Foster H. Starkey 
Donald M. Marvin Frederic A. Child 
Joseph W. Huff Charlton H. Babb 
John J. Fisher Howard R. Omivake 

Francis B. Haas Philip A. Boyer 
Wilmer A. Kreider Frank H. Kramer 
Samuel L. Chew Carmon Ross 

The petition was immediately sent on 
to President Schacht, who approved it 
and forwarded it to the other members 
of the Executive Committee. After the 
petition had received the unanimous ap- 
proval of the National Officers it was 
placed before the Chapters on May 13. 
By June 15 the following Chapters had 
approved the petition : 

Alpha, Gamma, Delta, Epsilon, Zeta, 
Eta, Theta, Iota, Kappa, Lambda, Mu, 
Nu, Xi, Pi. 



Three Chapters did not vote : 

Beta, Omicron, Rho. 

The approval of eleven Chapters is re- 
quired. The new Chapter will be install- 
ed at the earliest convenience of the pe- 
titioners. 



On April 20 a petition signed by the 
following members of Phi Delta Kappa 
was sent in asking for a charter to estab- 
lish an Alumni Chapter at Fresno, Cal. : 
B. O. Stagner, Missouri ; Herman E. 
Carlson, California ; Howard K. Dick- 
son, California ; Martin A. Swenson, 
Kansas ; Clarence L. Phelps, A. E. Rae, 
J. C. Shamberger, C. L. McLane, Stan- 
ford ; John F. Graham, Ivor F. Torrey, 
California ; P. H. Benson, Washington. 

It was later reported that four others 
would be added to the Chapter roll. 

This petition received the unanimous 
approval of the National Officers and 
was placed before the Chapters on May 
13. At the present time it has received 
the approval of thirteen Chapters and is 
therefore entitled to a charter and in- 
stallation at once. 

The following is a list of the sugges- 
tions that have been made in regard to 



